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NOISE SHOW BERTIE SOME LOVE

Gay Civil Marriage Activists Give Taoiseach Giant Valentine’s Card

Dail Eireann, Kildare Street - Assembly from 1.10pm

Photo Call - 1.30pm

Media Contact: Eloise McInerney Ph. 086 1945205

_____________________________________________________

Taoiseach Bertie Ahern hasn’t exactly been feeling the love recently, so he was probably surprised when he heard that gay civil marriage activists Noise had decided to give him a giant, 6 foot Valentine’s Card. The card was emblazoned with a huge pink heart holding a bouquet of flowers and bore the slogan ‘BErtie My Valentine’. But while it was filled with 1000 Valentine’s poems and messages addressed to the Taoiseach, the authors were requesting the right for gay people to marry their valentines. Maybe that’s why he was afraid to come out and pick up the card in person - his government has already categorically refused to grant such a right. 

Noise Organiser Edward Matthews said, “Everyone looks for a card on Valentine’s Day, so we thought the Taoiseach might take more notice of requests for gay marriage equality if we put them on a big card. A lot of same-sex couples will be celebrating Valentine’s Day together this year, but unlike some of their heterosexual counterparts, none of them will be taking out a ring. Gay couples can’t get married, so they can’t plan for their long-term future in the same way that others do. This is totally unfair. Everyone should have the right to get married.”  

The card was delivered to the gates of Dáil Eireann at lunch time. Two Noise volunteers dressed as human bouquets also handed out flowers to onlookers and passing TD’s. Some of the messages on the card came in the form of traditional Valentine’s poems, such as the following - “Roses are red/Violets are blue/Give us a chance/To say "I do". But others wrote personal stories saying why marriage was so important for them, for example the woman who has been tragically separated from her girlfriend of four years because she is Canadian and unable to get the residency rights that marriage would have granted.

Noise Organiser Paul Kenny said in a speech after the presentation, “Bertie had better take heed of the messages on this card, because otherwise the requests of gay people for the right to marry are going to keep getting louder. We will not stand for being treated as second-class.” 

**********Ends**********

