*************For Immediate Release************ 

Civil Partnership? We Don't Want It! Civil Marriage Now! 

Rally: Saturday 28th June 2.30pm, South King Street

Noise and their supporters will rally in Dublin, Cork, Galway and Waterford to condemn the government's second-class partnership scheme. 

Lifting the ban on civil marriage for gay and lesbian people is the only way to guarantee equality.

Media Contact: Paul Kenny 086 8050837; Mark McCarron, 086 8752276

____________________________________________________________________ 

Friday 27th June 11.00am

At simultaneous rallies on Saturday in Dublin, Cork, Galway and Waterford, gay marriage campaigners Noise and their supporters had a clear message for the government: In 2008, a limited registration scheme is simply not good enough for Ireland's gay and lesbian people. The government's proposal for a Civil Partnership law was published this week, but campaigners at this rally condemned the proposal as being derisory and limited, and they called on the government to do the right thing first time round by lifting the ban on civil marriage for gay and lesbian people.

Noise member Mark McCarron said: "This scheme would pigeon-hole gay couples into a separate, inferior system of recognition. It perpetuates the outdated view that gay and lesbian relationships are somehow not as worthy as those of their heterosexual counterparts, it ignores the needs and rights of their children and it denies gay couples the special protection granted to married couples under the constitution."


Noise member Lisa O'Connell added "The government has been hiding behind a claim that same-sex marriage will be unconstitutional, but the constitution does not define marriage as being between a man and a woman. It is for the Supreme Court, and not the government, to decide on matters of constitutionality."

The rally featured a giant stop-sign for supporters to sign flanked by a 'human rainbow'. Campaigners handed out flyers and explained the group's message to passers-by.

Noise calls on the government to lift the ban on same-sex marriage now, and grant gay and lesbian couples and families the same rights enjoyed by other Irish citizens. 

About Noise 

Noise was founded on the 18th November to campaign for the introduction of gay civil marriage legislation in Ireland. It is an independent, non-politically affiliated organisation that hopes to reach out to all people, gay or straight, who believe in equality and human rights for all. Noise believes that unless people make enough NOISE, the government will continue to allow discrimination against same-sex couples in Ireland. 

www.lgbtNOISE.ie 

Same-Sex Marriage: 

Legal in The Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, South Africa, Norway, Canada, and the US States of California and Massachusetts. 

*********Ends********
