*****************Press Release***************

SING FOR GAY CIVIL MARRIAGE!

Public Rally Calling for Gay Civil Marriage

Outside Gaiety Theatre, Sth. King St., Saturday, 15 December 12-2:30pm

PHOTOCALL 1.30pm

Gay rights advocates in Ireland will be coming together this Saturday to bring their campaign for gay civil marriage rights directly to the Irish people, with the message ‘Only FULL CIVIL MARRIAGE can grant full equality!’

The event is being held by LGBT Noise, a group formed recently to lobby for the right of all Irish citizens to be allowed to marry their partners irrespective of gender.  LGBT Noise Organiser, Annie Hanlon said, “The purpose of this event is to raise awareness of the urgent need to provide protection and equality of status for Ireland's gay couples by legislating for same-sex civil marriage. We take the view that, although the Government's overdue and vague proposal for a 'Civil Partnership' scheme may alleviate some of the hardships faced by gay couples, it will not address the core issue - that of equality.” 

Co-organiser, Mark McCarron said “LGBT Noise are calling for the general public and the LBGT (Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgendered) community to come out in a show of support for frustrated gay people who are sick of living as second-class citizens in a modern republic.”

About the event

· Award-winning choir, Glória, will be leading the crowd in Christmas carols, while LGBT Noise will be delivering their message on banners and talking to Christmas shoppers about the need for marriage equality in Ireland. Supporters will be encouraged to wear a pink-heart shaped badge, the official symbol of the campaign.

· In attendance will be members of Dublin’s youngest LGBT group, BeLonG To, the Gay and Lesbian Equality Network (GLEN), MarriagEquality, and the National Gay and Lesbian Federation, as well as other activists from the gay community who are tired of hearing empty promises from politicians in the Dáil.

· The South King Street event will be followed by LGBT Noise launch party with mulled wine and mince pies in Outhouse on Capel St. from 2.30pm.

About LGBT Noise 

Created on  November 2007 in response to the Irish government's decision to vote down the Civil Union Bill last March, and its failure to promise any form of future legislation that will grant equal rights to LGBT  people in Ireland. It is an independent and politically non-affiliated campaign group looking for equal rights for all LGBT people in Ireland, and works under the ethos that unless the Irish people make enough NOISE, the government will continue to avoid this issue and treat LGBT people like second-class citizens. 

Detailed information on the current situation of LGBT rights in Ireland and the government's upcoming plans will soon be available to read on their website: www.lgbtnoise.ie. People can join the mailing list by emailing ‘join’ to lgbtnoise@gmail.com.
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