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Gay Civil Marriage Activists Make Noise

LGBT Noise Pro-Gay Civil Marriage Demonstration outside Mont Clare Hotel, Merrion Square 7.30pm-8pm, Wednesday 30 January 2008
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_____________________________________________________________________

Noise held a demonstration in support of gay civil marriage outside the Mont Clare hotel on Wednesday as people were arriving for a public lecture by Elizabeth Marquardt entitled 'How gay marriage changes straight marriage and revolutionises parenthood'. Marquardt is Elizabeth Marquardt is Vice President for Family Studies, Institute for American Values (www.americanvalues.org), a private, non-profit, non-partisan organisation which funds research into issues affecting the family and civil society in the US. The talk was organised by the Iona Institute for Religion and Society.

Members of Noise, a group founded in November 2007 to campaign for the introduction of gay civil marriage legislation in Ireland, held pink posters and hearts with the messages such as ‘Equality’ ‘Grá’ ‘Love Has No Gender’ ‘Got a Problem with Gay Marriage? Don’t Marry a Gay. Problem Solved.’ They also distributed educational flyers on the importance of introducing gay civil marriage legislation. 

Noise Organiser, Lisa Connell said, “Some people argue that introducing gay civil marriage will destroy the institution of marriage or will lead to some slippery slope where polygamy, incest or worse will be legalised. This is nonsense. 

“Gay civil marriage does not mean a complete revolution of the institution of marriage. Marriage will continue to be a state contract between two consenting adults in a conjugal relationship who may or may not be raising children. It is a stabilising force, and in an age where increasing numbers of people don’t want to get married, we should be encouraging people to do so rather than the opposite. 

“The introduction of gay civil marriage will not only grant equality to same-sex couples in Ireland, it will also provide important legal protections for the children raised by such couples. The issue is not whether we should allow same-sex partners to raise children. They already do so, and will continue to do so. The issue is whether or not we believe the children of such families deserve the legal protections that marriage can afford.”
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