******* For Immediate Release ******

Inequality? RED CARD!

Rugby players looking for the right to marry scrum down against the government

Where: Central Bank, Dame Street, Dublin 2

When: April 19, 2pm

Photocall: 2.30pm. Own photographer, Martina Molloy (freelance) pictures by 6pm
Media Contact: Eloise Mc Inerney, Ph. 086 2445137, media@lgbtnoise.ie

Sick of waiting for the government to move on the question of civil marriage rights for same sex couples, gay rugby players will be scrumming down against Taoiseach Brian Cowen and his cronies on Sunday. They will arrive in style by horse-drawn carriage for their match against governmental intransigence and attempt to force their opponents back against the gates of the Central Bank. Supporters will crowd around brandishing red cards to vent their anger and frustration at a government that continually refuses to grant equality to gay people. 

The rally is organised by Noise, who expect up to six hundred people to attend. With Iowa, Vermont, Connecticut and Sweden all lifting bans on same sex marriage in recent weeks, gay people in Ireland are becoming noticeably riled and increasing numbers are taking to the streets to try and force the government to act. Contingents from all over the country are coming to Dublin to take part, and two hundred people met in Pantibar on Capel Street last week to make placards and t-shirts, with slogans like ‘Love has no gender and ‘Don’t like gay marriage, then don’t marry a gay.’ There has also been large online mobilisation. 

Noise spokesperson, Kyle Martin said, “Gay people are as proud as anyone of Ireland’s grand slam success in the Six Nations Rugby. We consider ourselves part of team Ireland and everything that stands for – including the Irish sense of fair play. This sense can clearly be seen in a recent report commissioned by MarriagEquality, which shows that support for same-sex marriage now stands at 62%. Almost the same number of people believes that denying gay couples the right to marry is unfair and a form of discrimination. 

But the government don’t want to play fair. Instead of equal marriage rights, they are offering us a separate, inferior system of civil partnership. This will only serve to further discrimination against gay people by keeping them on the margins. A recent joint UCD/TCD survey found that a third of under-25 year old lgbt (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered) people have thought seriously about ending their lives in the past year. Granting equal status to same-sex relationships would go a long way towards removing the perceived stigma, boosting self-confidence and reducing homophobia.”

Speaking at the event are Alternative Miss Ireland organiser, Rory O’Neill (aka Ms. Panti Bliss), the co-chair of MarriagEquality, Grainne Healy, Director of BelongTo, Michael Barron, and Noise Organiser, Eloise McInerney. Also in attendance will be members of gay community groups MarriagEquality, the NLGF (National Lesbian and Gay Federation), the youth group BelongTo and sOUTh from Waterford.

Civil Partnership Bill: Brian Cowen's government has announced that the Civil Partnership legislation will be brought before the Dáil this spring. The proposed bill will offer a number of legal rights, but it will not carry all the same rights and protections as civil marriage, and civil partners will not be protected by the Constitution. Neither will it recognise same-sex families - a registered civil partner will be unable to adopt their partner’s child and there will be no recognition of de facto families. This means that the children they raise will have no legal rights with respect to one of their parents. Tax and social welfare provisions will be dealt with in separate legislation, and there is no guarantee that these will be the same as for married couples.  
About Noise

Noise was founded on the 18th November 2007 to campaign for the lifting of the ban on civil marriage between same-sex couple in Ireland. It is an independent, non-politically affiliated organisation and seeks to reach out to all people, gay or straight, who believe in equality and human rights for all (see www.lgbtnoise.ie for more).
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