******For Immediate Release******

Noise Registers Protest

Gay couples ‘break into’ Civil Registry Office

1.45pm - Meet at the Dáil Eireann, Kildare St followed by march to Civil Registry Office, Lower Grand Canal Street, Dublin 2.

3pm - Speech by Senator David Norris at Civil Registry Office 

Photocall (break-in only) - 11.30am 

Civil Registry Office, Lwr Grand Canal Street, Dublin 2

Second Photocall (break-in and rally) - 3.30pm

Civil Registry Office, Lwr Grand Canal Street, Dublin 2

Media Contact: 

Eloise McInerney Ph. 086 194 5205, E-mail media@lgbtnoise.ie, 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gay rights activists, Noise, were behind an attempt to break into the Civil Registry Office on Lower Grand Canal Street this Saturday. Same-sex marriage is still banned in Ireland and the gates were locked shut, but that wasn’t going to stop a romantic gay couple who were determined to get married at all costs. Dressed in their best wedding gear and brandishing lock-cutters and a stepladder, they tried to break into the Registry Office, surrounded by a cheering crowd of supporters. Also speaking at the event was veteran gay rights activist, Senator David Norris.

Noise Organiser Paul Kenny said “We are here to register our protest against the ban on gay marriage in Ireland. The Government’s Civil Partnership Bill offers gay and lesbian people ‘marriage-like’ rights as if they were merely human-like people. It is degrading and unjust. There are same-sex couples all over the country who desperately want to get married and they can’t. We believe that gay and lesbian people deserve the same access to civil marriage as other Irish citizens.”

The protest comes in light of recent threats made by Cardinal Seán Brady to mount a legal challenge against the Civil Partnership Bill if it appeared too ‘marriage-like’ for his taste. But Kenny said that “Church and State are separate in this country, as they should be. The churches have every right to decide whether or not they want to bless same-sex marriages. However, they have no right to intervene in civil matters. What we want is to be able to walk into that Registry Office, like any heterosexual couple can, and get married in a civil ceremony.”

Ironically, the registry office is situated opposite the old Boland’s Mills site, where Éamon De Valera led a group of rebels during the 1916 Rising in support of a new Republic whose proclamation says that ‘The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities to all its citizens’. This is the same man whose Consitution the Government now uses as a reason to deny gay and lesbian people their civil liberty and keep them in a state of unequality with their heterosexual counterparts. If the Republic wants to be true to its noble origins, then shouldn’t the ban on gay civil marriage be lifted now? 

******Ends*****

